PRESS RELEASE

Vallée des Merveilles 2
Philippe Durand

Press briefing: Thursday 17th December at 2pm
Exhibition opening: Thursday 17th December at 6:30pm

Photographic, Philippe Durand’s work incorporates the
world in a shifting geography, to different degree. A
large part of his work regards the public space, looking
for marks of expression that can be found there,
auto-generated collages, graffiti, and stratification,
objects placed and displaced.
Considering the valley of marvels (national park of
Mercantour) like a proto-museum in open air, without
artists, curators, public or communication, the artist
made of this area the place of his work development in a
new spatial and temporal dimension. Showed for the
first time at the Frac Bretagne from December 18th 2015
to February 28th 2016, the exhibition Vallée des
Merveilles 2 unfolds the stakes of this research,
applying to a highly historical and symbolic site several
representations, some being based on the mass-market
entertainment industry.
Towered by the mount Bego, listed historical monument since
1989, the valley of marvels, at 2500 meter height, shelters
an exceptional archeological heritage. Thousands of
engravings realised around 3000 BC. This sanctuary in the
open air seems to be dedicated to a “primordial divine
couple”, the goddess Earth and the god Bull. Spared
because of its hard access, the site still has numerous
graffiti that appeared for centuries due to shepherds,
soldiers and travelers. Even if strictly forbidden since 1954,
new inscriptions keep appearing with regard to engravings
dating back to the Bronze Age.
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Philippe Durand project consists of realizing a
documentation of those inscriptions and of some engraved
boulders in order to restore those last ones in the form of
sculptures, that is, those objects are mostly used in
amusement parks than in a museum context. The aim is to
recreate a copy of the original, to recompose topography of
the area and to confront in the same exhibition inflatables,
films, and photographs performed on-site.

PRESS RELEASE

EVENTS
SATURDAY 23RD JANUARY AT 4PM
SATURDAY 27TH JANUARY AT 4PM
Choreographic visits interpreted in LSF
All public
A guided tour of the exhibition held at the Frac Bretagne:
Peter Hutchinson and Philippe Durand ,Vallée des Merveilles 2
led by dancer and choreograph Katja Fleig. Compagnie
enCo.re (Rennes)
Full fees: 3 € / concession : 2 €
Booking: service-educatif@fracbretagne.fr

FRIDAY 29TH JANUARY AT 5:30PM
Descriptive and tactile visit
A guided tour of the exhibition Peter Hutchinson and
Philippe Durand, Vallée des Merveilles 2.
Fees: 2 €. Booking service-educatif@fracbretagne.fr

THURSDAY 4TH FEBRUARY AT 6:30PM

Philippe Durand, Vallée des Merveilles 2 (extrait), 2015

Edition launch
Philippe Durand, Vallée des Merveilles 2 (2015)
In the presence of Philippe Durand, Catherine Elkar and
Pacôme Thiellement.
Frac Bretagne auditorium. Free
Booking : accueil@fracbretagne.fr

© Philippe Durand

This exhibition received the support of the national foundation
of graphic and plastic art.
www.fnagp.fr
It is coproduced by the Languedoc Roussillon regional center
of contemporary art in Sète. Philippe Durand exhibition Vallée
des Merveilles 2 will be held there from March 11th to May 29th
2016
www.crac.languedocroussillon.fr

PRATICAL INFORMATIONS
OPENING HOURS
Tuesday to Sunday, 12pm to 7pm

FEES
Full: 3€/concession 2€
Free: fewer than 26 years old, member of the association
“Les Amis du Frac Bretagne” and every first Sunday of the
month

EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AT 4PM
EVERY DAY AT 4PM DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Free guided tours
of the exhibition held at the Frac Bretagne
Peter Hutchinson et Philippe Durand, Vallée des Merveilles 2

ÉDITION
Philippe Durand, Vallée des Merveilles2
Texts by Chris Sharp and Pacôme Thiellement
Interview of Philippe Durand by Catherine Elkar
Graphic conception: Alaric Garnier
2015
Publisher: GwinZegal
French/English
23 x 27.5 cm
128 pages, 70 colored illustrations
ISBN : 978-2-906127-48-7
EAN : 9782906127487
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régionaux d’art contemporain et ACB, Art contemporain en Bretagne.
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